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Photojournalism 
Overview 

 2020 - 2021 
This document is designed provide parents/guardians/community an overview of the curriculum taught in the 
FBISD classroom.  This document supports families in understanding the learning goals for the course, and how 
students will demonstrate what they know and are able to do.  The overview offers suggestions or possibilities to 
reinforce learning at home.   
 
Included at the end of this document, you will find: 

• A glossary of curriculum components 
• The content area instructional model 
• Parent resources for this content area 

 
To advance to a particular grading period, click on a link below. 

• Grading Period 1 
• Grading Period 2 
• Grading Period 3 
• Grading Period 4 

 
(a)  Introduction. 

(1)  Students enrolled in Photojournalism communicate in a variety of forms for a variety 
of audiences and purposes. High school students are expected to plan, interpret, and 
critique visual representation, carefully examining their product for publication. Students 
will become analytical consumers of media and technology to enhance their 
communication skills. High school students will study the laws and ethical considerations 
that impact photography. Published photos of professional photojournalists, technology, 
and visual and electronic media are used as tools for learning as students create, clarify, 
critique, and produce effective visual representations. Students enrolled in this course will 
refine and enhance their journalistic skills and plan, prepare, and produce photographs for 
a journalistic publication, whether print, digital, or online media. 

(2)  For high school students whose first language is not English, the students' native 
language serves as a foundation for English language acquisition and language learning. 

(3)  Statements that contain the word "including" reference content that must be mastered, 
while those containing the phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative examples. 

(4)  The essential knowledge and skills as well as the student expectations for 
Photojournalism, an elective course, are described in subsection (b) of this section. 
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(b)  Knowledge and skills. 

(1)  The student interprets/critiques visual representations. The student is expected to: 

(A)  recognize the major events in the development of modern-day photography; 

(B)  recognize composition principles and their impact on photography; 

(C)  recognize and apply ethical and legal standards to all aspects of 
photojournalism, including copyright law, the fair use exemption, and the 
ownership of intellectual property; 

(D)  recognize the impact of electronic technology and future trends in digital 
imaging on the traditional field of photojournalism; and 

(E)  understand the consequences of plagiarism. 

(2)  The student produces visual representations that communicate with others. The student 
is expected to: 

(A)  identify the basic parts of a camera and their functions; 

(B)  manipulate shutter speed, ISO, and aperture/F-stop to produce different effects 
in photos; 

(C)  produce a properly exposed photo where the subject is sharply focused; 

(D)  produce photos that apply the composition principles; 

(E)  use lighting and be aware of its qualities such as direction, intensity, color, and 
the use of artificial light; 

(F)  stop action by determining appropriate shutter speed or use panning or hand 
holding with slower shutter speeds; 

(G)  evaluate technical qualities of photos; 

(H)  use appropriate equipment to download images and make prints or upload 
images; and 

(I)  improve photo quality by using appropriate technology. 
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(3)  The student incorporates photographs into journalistic publications. The student is 
expected to: 

(A)  plan photo layouts; 

(B)  illustrate events with appropriate photos and captions; 

(C)  plan photographs in relation to assignments from an editor; 

(D)  create a system for organizing deadlines and camera equipment and for filing 
photos for publication; 

(E)  create and publish slideshow packages using available technology; and 

(F)  publish photos in both print and online formats. 

 

Grading Period 1  
Unit 1: Citizenship 

Estimated Date Range: 8/12 – 9/11 
Estimated Time Frame: 22 

 
Unit Overview:    
Students will learn about the major events that have impacted modern-day photography styles and techniques by 
exploring the history of and technological advances in photography. From the ancient camera obscura to the 
current mirrorless DSLR, every discovery has changed the way we photograph and record for history the world 
around us.  
At home connections: 

• Take time to point out different kinds of photography in your world. What were the purpose of these photos? 
•   

Concepts within Unit #1 
 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1: Photojournalism Past and 
Present 
1a recognize the major events in the 
development of modern-day 
photography 

• recognize the major events in photography's history  
• Research one event   
• Explain to others the impact this event made on photography  
•  

Unit 2: Photography Basics 
 

Unit Overview:    
In this basic, foundational unit, students will learn and practice how their photojournalism classroom will operate. 
This classroom differs from others because most of the student's time is spent planning and taking photos, 
uploading them to a file system, or editing the photos for publishing. For this space to work efficiently, students 
need a clear understanding of what's expected of them. While each school's system will vary to accommodate 
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student needs, procedures covered this week should include how to checkout out a camera, how to take a picture 
with the DSLR, how to set up a file system for uploading and storing photos, how to remove the media card from 
the camera and upload the pictures.   
  
At home connections: 

• Discuss taking care of equipment with your student. 
 

Concepts within Unit # 2 
 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1: Photography Basics 
 

• make sure I have the necessary equipment when I check out and 
return a camera.  

Unit 3: Composition Principals 
 

Unit Overview:    
This Photojournalism unit will lay the foundation of the basic principles of photography for students to recognize 
these principles in the works of others to prepare to create their own quality photographs. Students then need time 
to practice taking photos that use these principles.  
  
At home connections: 

• Examine photographs and look for the principles of photography. 
 

Concepts within Unit # 3 
 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1: Composition Principles 
1b recognize composition principles 
and their impact on photography 

 

•  Locate photos that provide examples and non-examples of the use 
of each of the basic composition principles.  

  
• Upload and label principles photos in a media album.  

 
Unit 4: Camera Operations 

 

Unit Overview:    
In this unit, students will become familiar with a DSLR camera by learning the names and functions of the basic 
parts. For the remainder of the year, students will be working collaboratively with fellow students and the teacher; 
referencing camera parts and functions with the shared vocabulary will facilitate this interaction. Students also will 
learn to adjust camera settings such as reformatting a media card. In addition, students will be challenged to 
connect their prior knowledge regarding photography principles and technological advances with today's DSLR 
camera. Finally, connecting technological advances in photography to a basic understanding of how a DSLR camera 
works will help students take ownership when using the camera for assignments/photo shoots.   
  
 
  
At home connections: 

• Practice with camera phones to learn the difference between this and a DSLR camera. 
 

Concepts within Unit # 4 
 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1: Camera Operations   Locate the basic parts on a DSLR camera  
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2a Identify the basic parts of a 
camera and their functions 

• Describe the function of each part  
• Explain how some of these parts relate to technology advancements 

in photography  
• Make adjustments to camera settings.  

 
Unit 5: Motion 

 

Unit Overview:    
In this unit, students will learn how to show action in their photographs by using shutter speed adjustments. One of 
the basic photography skills is capturing action shots, and much of photojournalism involves taking pictures of 
events or people who aren't still. To begin this unit, students will view examples of action photos using various 
shutter speeds. They will then learn how to adjust the DSLR camera's shutter speed. Finally,  they will apply this 
learning by taking their own motion photos.   
 
  
At home connections: 

• Practice showing motion in photos.. 
 

Concepts within Unit # 5 
 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1: Motion 
2f  stop action by determining 
appropriate shutter speed or use 
panning or hand holding with slower 
shutter speeds;  

•  Take photos that freeze the action of a person or object with a fast 
shutter speed.  

• Take photos that look like the person or object is moving by taking 
shots with slow shutter speeds.  

• Take photos using the technique of panning (hand holding) to 
convey motion.   
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 Grading Period 2 
Unit  

 

Unit Overview:    
 
At home connections: 
•  

Concepts within Unit # 3 
 

Success Criteria for this concept   
 

Concept  
 
 

•  

  
 

•  

  
 

•  

Unit  

Unit Overview:    
 
 
At home connections: 

•  
Concepts within Unit #  

 
Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept # 
 

•  
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Grading Period 3  
Unit   

Unit Overview:    
 
 
At home connections: 

•  

Concepts within Unit #  
 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept # 1 •  
 Concept #2:  •  

Unit   

Unit Overview:    
 
At home connections: 

•  

Concepts within Unit #  
 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1:  •  

 Concept #2:  •  
 Concept #3:  •  
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Grading Period 4 
Unit   

Unit Overview:    
 
 
At home connections: 

•  

Concepts within Unit #  
 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1:  
 
 
 
 

•  

 Concept #2:  •  
Concept #3:  •  

 
Concept #4  •  
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 Glossary of Curriculum Components 

Overview– The content in this document provides an overview of the pacing and concepts covered in a subject for the 
year. 
TEKS – Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) are the state standards for what students should know and be able 
to do. 
Unit Overview – The unit overview provides a brief description of the concepts covered in each unit. 
Concept – A subtopic of the main topic of the unit. 
Success Criteria—a description of what it looks like to be successful in this concept. 
Competency—Standards-Based Grading communicates students’ understanding of the Texas Essentials Knowledge 
and Skills (TEKS).  Using the TEKS, teachers developed grade-level competencies to communicate student progress in 
the Standards-Based gradebook.  The competencies are the same for each grade-level content area (i.e. 1st grade 
math) across the district.  Teachers report students’ progress on the competencies using learning progressions. 
Parent Resources 
The following resources provide parents with ideas to support students’ understanding.  For sites that are password 
protected, your child will receive log-in information through their campus. 
 

Resource How it supports parent and students 
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/digital-media-

literacy/ 
Online tutorials for Digital Media 

https://studentreportinglabs.org/archived-tutorials/ Video Tutorials 
https://www.wevideo.com/academy WeVideo Editing Tutorials 

https://www.youtube.com/adobecare Adobe Tutorials 
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-

citizenship 
Digital Citizenship 

https://www.adfontesmedia.com/ Rating News Media 
https://creativecommons.org/ Copyright Free materials to use 

 

Instructional Model  
 
 
 

https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/digital-media-literacy/
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/digital-media-literacy/
https://studentreportinglabs.org/archived-tutorials/
https://www.wevideo.com/academy
https://www.youtube.com/adobecare
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://www.adfontesmedia.com/
https://creativecommons.org/
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Lesson 
Components   

Timeframe  Description  

Mini-Lesson  5 - 10 
MINS  

Mini Lesson: explicit instruction that includes the learning intentions, success criteria, 
opening activity of the lesson, and sets the tone for the day’s learning. This can range 
from an in-depth introduction to a unit or a quick whole group coaching session where 
the teacher explains a skill that will be used in the MEDIA time. An example would be 
demonstrating to the class how to add sound to a project.   
   
The opening lesson for the new concept in the unit should include some form of 
technology modeled to engage the students. Visuals and video are encouraged. During 
this warmup students should acknowledge the Learning Intention and Success Criteria for 
the concept. The mini-lesson may include a simple technology skill that scaffolds with the 
main concept.    
   
  

M.E.D.I.A Time  
  
  
  

25 - 30 
MINS  

MEDIA Time: fluid student work time that encompasses the tenets below (usually small 
group or individual)   
Meet with Teacher- conference or pullout time to examine project rubric requirements, 
and progress monitoring Guided Participation   
Exploration- student work time with the tools using project guidelinesLearning Situatedness   
Differentiation- student choice, intervention, or enrichment instruction (usually paired 
with meet with teacher)Guided Participation   



   Department of Teaching & Learning 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Interaction- students working in a community of practice online and in person, (examples 
are peer discussion or assessment)Legitimate peripheral participation, Membership of a community 
of practice   
Application- authentic formative and summative assessment of 
learningLearning Situatedness   
   
Students explore, interact, and apply knowledge and skills during MEDIA time. During this 
time, a student centered environment looks like the following:   

  Students engaged in technology   
  Hands-on learning and manipulations of hardware/software   
  Creativity is evident   
  Collaboration with peers and the teacher   
  Student led production   
  Autonomous students capable of time management    

   
M= Meet with the teacher   
E=Exploration   
D=Differentiation   
I=Interaction   
A=Application   
   
  

Debrief  
  

5 - 10 
MINS  

Debrief: closure of learning for the day which varies in depth according to the unit 
trajectory (an example would be an exit ticket or review of a group’s project)   
   
Closure to each day can involve a recursive, real world application connection asking the 
students, "Where do you see this in your world?". Whether an exit ticket or a closing 
thought to lead into the next day's activity, the debrief should be differentiated so as to 
reach each student.   
   
***some projects may involve a five-minute cleanup warning to responsibly put up 
equipment and handle housekeeping duties.   
  

 

 


